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happen to call at the said port, so that all are likely to be seized,
unless that happens which I will now recount to your highness.
A caravel from the Allguarve, loaded with merchandise, came
into the said port, where the said French caravel was lying, and
it was at once taken by the Framcezes, who put eight of their
number in it among whom was their boatswain. Then men came
to report this to me in this city, where I am serving as captain
for your highness; and as soon as I learned what had happened,
I went to a large ship, which was in the port of this city, loaded
with a cargo of merchandise belonging to a certain Lourem9o
Marquez, a native of the island of Madeyra, and I told him that
I wanted to go in his said ship, which was furnished with artil-
lery, against the said caravel of the Framcezes; and he replied to
me that, if I would give him security for the ship together with
the goods which he had in it, he would carry me in the said ship;
and I provided him thus with security both for the goods and
for the ship out of my own property for the service of your
highness, as will be seen by that certificate, which I send your
highness from here; and as soon as I had provided such security,
I issued forth out of the port, taking a caravel in my company
with an alderman of this city, whom I placed in it, and I went
in search of the caravel of the said Framcezes, which thus had
captured another caravel; and the next day in the morning I
went to attack them, and the French caravel at once fled and I
went in pursuit of it. The other caravel, which they were taking
along captive, did not take the way of the French caravel, since
it did not flee from me, and I ordered the said alderman, whom
I was taking with me in the said caravel, to go to this caravel,
which the Framcezes were thus taking along captive with eight
of their men on board, and to take it back to this city. This he
thus did, and he took it and brought it to this city with the said
eight Framcezes. And I went in pursuit of their other caravel
until we were twenty leagues from this island, where we fired
bombards at them, and the fate befel them which your highness
may order to be seen in the document about this, which I send
you. After leaving the said caravel for the reasons to be seen in
the document, I returned to this city, where I found the said
eight Framcezes, whom thus I ordered to be taken, I await the